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has been denominated diphtheritis ofthe large intestine, includes different specific 
morbid processes; thus there is a dysenteric, hospital, typhous diphtheria, and 
perhaps, also, several forms of toxic diphtheritis of the large intestine. 9. What 
have been described as diphtheritic affections of the vagina include cases of 
genuine diphtheritis, hospital gangrene, as also cases of pyaemic, blennorrhagic, 
and syphilitic inflammations of the part. 10. The mucous coat of the eye may 
be the seat of true diphtheria, but from many causes the eye is also liable to 
an inflammation attended with fibrinous exudation and infiltration simulating 
diphtheria. 11. It would appear to be necessary to admit the occurrence of 
a septic or cachectic diphtheritis. 12. The cases of what has been termed 
secondary diphtheritis are, in most cases, of a different nature. Some, it is 
true, are really diphtheritic, occurring in a diseased person, or one convalescent 
from disease; while it is very certain that others are the result of pyaemia. It 
is probable that the cause of many of these so-called chronic cases must be 
sought for in a septic or ammoniacal cachexy.— Archiv d. Heilkunde, Leipziq , 
Jan. 1869. D. P. C. 

26. Diabetes Mellitus successfully treated by Opium, without Restriction of 
Diet. —Mr. Pavy reported to the Clinical Society of London the following two 
cases of this :— 

A female, set. 68, was admitted under his care into Guy’s Hospital, on May 
26th, 1868. Her complaint had been recognized two years, and at one time she 
had been passing an exceedingly large quantity of urine, and had been gradually 
losing flesh and strength. Upon admission into the hospital, the quantity of 
urine was about five pints a day, and was highly charged with sugar. She was 
placed upon the ordinary middle diet of the hospital, which included bread, 
potatoes, and beer. Khe was also ordered four ounces of brandy, and two 
bottles of soda-water daily. This diet was continued as long as she remained 
in the hospital. Upon the day of admission, a draught was ordered, consisting 
of ten grains of bicarbonate of potash, half a drachm of aromatic spirit of 
ammonia, and an ounce of infusion of calumba; to be taken three times a day. 
This draught was, by misunderstanding, continued throughout the patient’s stay 
in hospital. Opium was given in the form of a pill, three times a day, and the 
dose was gradually increased. A daily examination of the urine was made; and 
the results were copied into tables. At first, the quantity of urine was 100 
ounces, the specific gravity 1040, the quantity of sugar per ounce thirty-two 
and three-quarters grains, and the quantity of sugar for the twenty-four hours, 
3275 grains. The first effect of the opium was to diminish notably the amount 
of urine. The degree of saturation with sugar remained for a time about the 
same, but through the fall in the amount of urine, the quantity of sugar for the 
twenty-four hours was diminished. Within three weeks, the quantity of opium 
administered was raised to ten and a half grains daily. It was then suddenly 
discontinued on account of a greater degree of drowsiness than was desirable 
being produced; but, in a few days, was recommenced, and this time, being 
more gradually increased, was borne without producing any disturbance. On 
July 28, the quantity of urine was twenty-five ounces daily, the specific gravity 
1027, and no sugar was passed. On the three subsequent days there was a 
little sugar, but it afterwards disappeared, and remained absent as long as she 
continued in the hospital, viz., until October 28th. When the sugar disappeared, 
the patient was taking nine grains of opium daily. It was afterwards further 
increased to twelve grains, and then gradually diminished until October 17th, 
when all was taken off, the patient during the remaining time taking no medi¬ 
cine, and passing no sugar. The last daily record was forty ounces of urine in 
the twenty-four hours; specific gravity, 1025; and no sugar. With the im¬ 
provement in the state of the urine there was a corresponding improvement in 
the health and strength of the patient, who utimately expressed herself as 
feeling perfectly well in every respect. Upon being discharged, she lived pre¬ 
cisely as she was in the habit of doing before she became affected, and had 
come to the hospital several times ; the urine being, on each occasion, found 
devoid of sugar. Dr. Pavy brought to the Society some urine passed on that 
day, which, upon being tested with the cupro-potassic solution, was seen to be 
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free from sugar. Dr. Pavy had given opium and morphia in other cases ; and 
the results strikingly exemplified the controlling influence of the drug over the 
disease. One was a middle-aged man, who was suffering from a severe form of 
the complaint. By restriction in diet, the quantity of sugar had been reduced 
to about 1200 and 1500 grains a day. Opium was then administered alone, in 
gradually increasing doses up to eighteen grains daily, when the urine was found 
to have become devoid of sugar. The opium was then suddenly discontinued, 
and an ounce of camphor mixture given three times a day. The urine, when 
the opium was discontinued, amounted 1 to thirty ounces daily; its specific gravity 
was 1025 ; and it contained no sugar. On the following day it contained a trace 
of sugar ; the third day, 140 grains were passed ; the fourth day, 120 grains ; 
the fifth day, 340 grains ; the sixth day, 800 grains ; the seventh day, 402 grains; 
the eighth day, 1060 grains; the ninth day, 680 grains; the tenth day, 612 
grains; the eleventh day, 720 grains; the twelfth day, 1712 grains; the thir¬ 
teenth day, 1162 grains; and the fourteenth day, 1440 grains—when the 
quantity of urine amounted to sixty ounces for the twenty-four hours, and its 
specific gravity was 1038. The opium was now resumed, and the daily dose in¬ 
creased, until, as before, it amounted to eighteen grains. The urine was now re¬ 
duced in quantity to thirty-five ounces per diem ; its specific gravity was 1033. and 
the sugar passed amounted to 368 grains. On the following day, the urine was 
forty ounces in quantity, and the amount of sugar passed 250 grains. On the 
third day, quantity of urine thirtj’-five ounces, with only a trace of sugar pre¬ 
sent. On the fourth day, quantity of urine forty ounces; specific gravity 1021, 
and no sugar. After the period mentioned, a little sugar was again passed, and 
it was found that the patient was not adhering strictly to the diet that had been 
ordered. Dr. Pavy had seen him since his discharge from the hospital. On 
returning home, he discontinued all medicine, and paid no attention to diet, 
and, as was to be anticipated, his urine was again charged with sugar.—The 
other case was that of a patient who was passing, upon a mixed diet, from eight 
to ten pints of urine a day, containing about 8000 and 9000 grains of sugar. 
By a restricted diet and an alkaline mixture, the urine was reduced to four and 
five pints daily, and the sugar to about 1500 grains. The mixture was discon¬ 
tinued, and hydrochlorate of morphia given, at first in half-grain doses three 
times a day. The dose was increased, until in about two months nine grains 
were given daily. The urine fluctuated now between three and four pints a 
day; and the specific gravity had descended from 1028 and 1030 to 1018 and 
1020. The urine also had become devoid of sugar. M’Gregor, as far back as 
1837, had published in the London Medical Gazette , a record of two cases in 
which opium had been given in large doses, with the effect of producing for a 
time a marked palliation of the disease. M’Gregor, in one of his cases, had 
increased the quantity of opium until it reached ninety grains daily. By modern 
practitioners, opium had also been generally looked upon as exerting a favour¬ 
able influence in the disease ; but he was not aware that direct evidence of its 
controlling influence such as was supplied by his communication had been pre¬ 
viously placed upon record. There was still, he thought, much to be learnt 
about its extent of power in different cases. The belief was, from the case 
which formed the basis of his communication, and other experience that he had 
had, that it would be found sufficient in many instances, amongst elderly sub¬ 
jects. where the disease was observed to assume its mildest form, to check by 
itself the elimination of sugar. In young and middle-aged subjects, however, 
where the disease, as a rule, assumed a much more severe character, his experi¬ 
ence was that, to obtain a similar effect, the restricted diet must be conjoined. 
— Brit. Med. Journal , Jan. 9, 1869. 

27. Cure of Albuminuria by Iodide of Calcium —A number of cases of albu¬ 
minuria in which the potassium salt failed, and the calcium salt gave good 
results, are put on record by M. Baudon. We cannot give the details of these 
cases, but may briefly refer to one or two of them. One of them, that of a 
woman aged 36, with albuminous urine, and other characteristic symptoms, was 
first put on the iodide of potassium in the ordinary doses, with quinia-wine and 
good animal diet. This produced very unsatisfactory results. The iodide of 



